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Merriweather Post Pavilion's $19M 
makeover will focus on eco-friendly 
upgrades

                                                                                               
Sarah Meehan

Folk rock singer Jack Johnson, left, and I.M.P 
chair Seth Hurwitz, right, look on as Howard 
County Executive Ken Ulman unveils plans to 
upgrade Merriweather Post Pavilion in 
Columbia.

Merriweather Post Pavilion will soon begin collecting storm water runoff to irrigate 
its grounds as part of a series of environmental upgrades planned for the venue.

The effort is part of $19 million in renovations that will take place at the Columbia 
concert venue during the next five years.
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Hurwitz, chair of Merriweather promoter I.M.P., formally unveiled plans for the 
upgrades on Thursday.

Merriweather has already taken some steps toward becoming more eco-friendly, 
among them, solar-powered lighting, composting facilities, a biodiesel fueling station 
for tour buses and LEED-certified concessions stands and restrooms. Additional 
upgrades will include capturing storm water runoff for irrigating the property, 
expanding the solar power capacity 12-fold, replacing lighting with LED lights, and 
bringing the remaining restrooms and concessions stands up to LEED standards.

Much of the environmental improvements at Merriweather were inspired by Johnson, 
who is playing a show at Merriweather Thursday night.

“My favorite bands helped to shape the person that I am,” Johnson said during tour of 
the venue before his show. He said he aims to do the same at each of the venues on his 
tour stops.

The renovations will begin during the 2014-2015 offseason closure and carry on for 
five years. Other changes include replacing seating, raising the main roof, building 
new dressing rooms, installing sprinklers in the 9:32 Club and building a new stage.

The Howard County Council approved $9.5 million for the project, which will be 
matched by funding from Howard Hughes Corp., which owns Merriweather.

When the renovations are complete, the Downtown Columbia Arts and Culture 
Commission will take ownership of the venue from Howard Hughes Corp. The 
transfer will allow the county to create more arts and cultural programming at 
Merriweather.

Sarah covers hospitality/tourism, minority business, marketing and new 
media

http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/nv/las_vegas/the_howard_hughes_corporation/1789701

